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&= Lifesaving kit tested in the lab and on the road

Tested at Le Mans/| Great roads on your doorstep
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PRODUCT TEST
~z>|r| the labs

PROTECTO RS

You know what they are for but which one does the best job?
We go through the testing process to find out
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PRODUCT TEST

it's fairly abvious what a back protector should do - absorb the force of an
impact. There are European safet y standards on how much farce it should
absorb and we have adapted a similar procedure for our testing.

Each protector was placed over an anvil containing sensors that measure
howmuch forceis transmitted to it. A striker is dropped onto the protector
fram a pre-determined height and the sensors in the anvilrecord how much
force is transmit ted through it. We impacted each prote ctor seven imes,
in five predete rmined positions and in two pasitions identified bythe
tester as possibly weaker than the remainder of the protecior.

There aretwo levels of performance in the European standard, withan
18kN or less forcetransfer quali fying as level ane, and (better) protectars
transferring 9kN or less being rated as level two. We scored protectors out
of 20 an a sliding scal e. We've ind uded the average farce transfer figure in
the text relating to each product.

But impactabsorption is only part of the storyas it has to be practicaland
comfartable for use. If itisn't, the rider won't wear it. To check its usefulness
anthe bike, we put hundreds of miles on each badk protector on the road
and also the tradk, with a testing session at Rodkingham drauit. Each tester
was asked to comment on the pratector's comfort,and note anyparticular
prablems. These assessments contribute to the road testing element
of the scores, with each protector scared out of ten.

RIDE triangles are awarded to the cream of our arap. A product has to excel
0 mllect a Recommended triangle and has to bea brilliant combination of
excellence and value for money to callect the BestBuy tag.

The impactzones: Strikes -5 are at spots usad by the European standard.
Impacts six and seven variad by pro®ecior, depanding on where thetester, Dr
RoderickWoods, assessad a zonethatwas potentially weaker than the rest.




Ths back Dm!ctcr

s made by Forcefield

for Halvarssons, with
adifferent shapeto

the pro®ection pad and
aslightly smaller overall
size than Forcefeld's own
pratector. But itshares
their excellent impact
absorption and conssency
across the pro®echr it was
rated highly by the road
tester, who praksed the way
it moulds to thebody's
shape and ako its high
comfortlevels The average
force transfer was 57N,
almastidentical © the
Forcefield

Protection
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BACK PROTECTORS

Tezterz notes
Road testers found the
Forcefield extramely

reassuring and comfortable
bacause itmoulds to the
conurs of your backasit
gathers heatescaping the
body and ek as if twould
absorh mpacts well. The
fealing is supported by the
protection ©sts, with high
levels of impact absorption,
achieved conssently
across the pro@edhive

area with no weakareas.
Bacause it ks relatively sim,
gettng leathersower its
2asy too. The average force
transfer across the seven
impacts was 5.6kN,
comfortably under the SN
limit for Ewrope’s higher
Lewe!Two standard. Price
5 £80 from adealer or

£90 direct from Forcefield.
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Contact@izs3 8265688
wutheld-biker-fashion.de

rrotemr.whndl has

a thick waistband for

extra security, gave briliant
impact absorption with
go0od consistency all

over. itwas rated asvery
comfortable, though the
taill place sometimes folds
up annayingly when getting
into tight leathers. It has
additional pads onthe
callarhone and ribareas
for further reassurance.
Average force transfer,

at 4A9%N, was lower than
the Foreefield protecor
but it misses the Best Buy
triangle e@use2ofthe
additional price. The Rada
ks the womeans mode L, but

{ theSalvosthe mens

wersion and costs £120.20.

Protection 2003
Frzo - Rt |0
Total | | - 5







